
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Sharon, PA 

Vestry Meeting Minutes – February 11, 2019 

 
Present:  Nick Baron, Linda Houk, Katie Tingler, Donna Stamoolis, Fr. Adam Trambley, 

Matthew Wertz, Tracy Schliep, Barb Lipinski, Robert Barletta 

Absent:  Frank O’Stafy 

 

Evening Prayer:  Vestry met in the All Saint’s Chapel for Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm. 

 

Business Meeting:  Vestry reconvened in the upstairs dining room at 7:35 pm. 

 

Vestry Reorganization: 

Appointment to fill open slot:  The resignation of a previous vestry member, who resigned due to 

relocation, has left an open slot for a 1-year term.  According to canons, open terms can be filled 

by appointment from the vestry.  After discussion of his familiarity with the new accounting 

system and knowledge of finance.  Nick Baron was nominated by Donna Stamoolis to fill the 

unexpired term, seconded by Tracy Schliep, and the vestry voted to appoint him.  

Vestry Covenant:  Fr. Adam distributed and went over the vestry covenant.  This covenant 

affirms the commitment of vestry members and was signed by all. 

Election of Officers:  Fr Adam nominated Donna Stamoolis as Senior Warden; vestry 

unanimously approved.  A motion was made by Donna to elect Frank O’Stafy as Junior Warden, 

seconded by Barb Lipinski; motion carried unanimously.  Tracy Schliep motioned to elect Barb 

Lipinski as Clerk; seconded by Robert Barletta; motion carried unanimously.  A motion was 

made by Tracy Schliep to elect Nick Baron as Treasurer, second by Matt Wertz; motion carried 

unanimously. 

Parochial Report:  Fr. Adam distributed and explained the Annual Parochial Report.  A motion 

was made by Nick Baron to approve the report, seconded by Donna Stamoolis; motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Delegates to Diocesan Convention:  Diocesan Convention will be held jointly in Erie, October 

25-26 with the Dioceses of Western New York.  A motion was made by Nick Baron to appoint 

as delegates Donna Stamoolis, Linda Houk and Barb Lipinski; alternates to be Robert Barletta, 

Donna Billioni and Madge Tamber.  Motion seconded by Katie Tingler.  Motion passed. 

 

Minutes:  The minutes of January 12, 2019 were present by Donna Stamoolis.  Tracy Schliep 

motioned to approve the minutes.  Nick Baron seconded.  Passed. 

 

Financial Topics: 

Treasurer’s Report:  The balance sheet Statement of financial Position and financial review 

Budget Year to Date Report for January 1 – January 31, 2019 were distributed.  There was a 

great deal of discussion concerning the Endowment Distributions.  Nick explained that the 

endowment disbursements occur quarterly and is based on twelve quarter average as set on 

December 31 of the previous year.  Previously the decision was made to reduce the draw from 



4.75% to 4.5%.  In addition, changes in the market for the month of December changed what our 

draw will be from our projections when the budget was drafted.  There was further discussion 

about how to better estimate the endowment income for future budgets.  It was noted that 

expenses for January were on budget, however, pledge income was $3,294.24 less than 

budgeted.  This could be in part from the Sunday snow storm which kept all but 14 people from 

attending services. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report made by Robert Barletta, second by 

Linda Houk.  Passed. 

Church Credit Card:  Currently the church does not have a credit card and is operated on a 

reimbursement system.  Fr, Adam has checked with PNC Bank and the diocese to acquire a 

credit card.  Neither had a workable option, however, he received an application offer from 

Capital One for a business credit card.  Fr. Adam will investigate further to see if this is what is 

needed. 

 

Facilities Topics: 

Sound System:  Before leaving the church after Evening Prayer, Fr. Adam showed the Vestry 

where mics, speakers, box and other sound equipment would be located.  During the meeting he 

went over what would be installed with a goal of having it completed by Easter.  There were also 

two optional additions to consider.  One was a Hearing Assistance System for those hard of 

hearing, and the other is an audio recording system.  A motion was made by Barb Lipinski to 

install the new sound system with the two additional options, seconded by Robert Barletta.  

Motion passed. 

Eliminators Pest Control:  Rodents have become an increasing problem particularly in the 

undercroft.  Eliminators suggested increasing their level of service.  Vestry agreed this is the 

correct action. 

 

Rectors Report: Fr. Adam shared the news that his book proposal on preaching has been 

accepted for publication. Congratulations were conveyed.  There will be a joint 7 pm Ash 

Wednesday service at First Methodist and First Methodist will join St. John’s for the Easter 

Vigil.  NCD surveys were taken and will be mailed this week to be scored.  Fr. Adam has also 

completed a Lifestyles Inventory which analyzes personal functioning for individuals and 

leaders.   

 

Other: 

Katie mentioned the oven in Allen Hall is in need of cleaning.  Fr. Adam will look into it. 

Tracy question why there is no Youth Christian Ed in the budget.  Fr. Adam explained there are 

several endowments and other accounts that fund Christian Education for youth.  She also asked 

about live streaming services for shut ins.  Due to licenses for the music and lack of a 

videographer, that is not practical at this time.  Tracy asked about getting a railing for the steps 

from the office into the Sacristy.  Fr. Adam has looked into this in the past but it is a difficult 

project and he did not find some one who was able to do the work.   He will continue to look. 

 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn at 9:05 made by Tracy Schliep.  Seconded by Nick Baron.  

Passed. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barb Lipinski 

 


